
f

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl
Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

O;RIGINAL
1/

RM-8388 /

REPLY COMMENTS

-----f RfCflVfO

/ IJAN J 1994
FEDEIW.CQI

OFFCE~IJNICA!KJNs
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. {"Bellsouth,~E~~

In the Matter of )
)

Inquiry into Policies and Proqraas )
to Assure Universal Telephone )
Service in a Competitive Market )
Environment )

submits its Reply Comments in the above-captioned

proceeding.

Numerous parties have filed comments on the proposal of

MFS Communications Company, Inc. ("MFS") for a Notice of

Inquiry and In IAn£ hearing into universal support matters.

There is overwhelming agreement that a need exists for the

Commission to address fundamental issues related to

universal support, such as what is universal service, who

should contribute to such support, who should receive such

support, and whether changes need to be made to existing

explicit support mechanisms. There is not agreement,

however, on what proceeding should be used to consider such

matters, the timing of such proceeding with respect to other

urgent matters calling for the Commission's attention, and

whether the inquiry need encompass more than consideration

of existing explicit support mechanisms.

Virtually all commenters do agree with BellSouth,

however, that the Commission should not delay consideration

of access charge reform matters until the universal support
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